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On Oct. 5, Sao Paulo Governor Luis Antonio Fleury suspended seven high-ranking police officials,
including the commander of the Sao Paulo Military Police (PM) and the warden of the Carandiru
prison, where an Oct. 2 police anti- riot operation resulted in an official death toll of 111. (For
previous coverage see NotiSur 10/06/92.) On Oct. 6, human rights activists and legislators launched
an independent investigation into the police operation following charges including indiscriminate
shooting by riot police, deliberate extrajudicial executions, and the use of attack dogs to maim and
kill prisoners. The Brazilian Human Rights Defense Council requested the assistance of Londonbased Amnesty International, the International Red Cross and US-based Americas Watch in
investigating the case. Justice Minister Mauricio Correa told reporters he had evidence that the
death toll was approximately 200 inmates. On Oct. 8, Sao Paulo state security secretary Pedro Franco
Campos who authorized the Carandiru police operation resigned his post, reportedly at the request
of Governor Fleury. Fleury told reporters "I'm not at the point of saying there were executions, but
there was criminal action" on the part of the PM during the Oct. 2 operation. Meanwhile, acting PM
commander Jose Luis Soares told reporters that if faced with a situation similar to the one faced
by the PM on Oct. 2, he would respond in exactly the same way. "I would do it again, war is war,"
he said. Soares rejected accusations regarding excessive use of force by the PM and said the riot
troops "behaved perfectly." (Sources: Associated Press, 10/06/92; Spanish news service EFE, Agence
France-Presse, 10/05-08/92)
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